Malala calls on world leaders to seize the unique opportunity of 2015 to “do better”
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Dear World Leaders,
This year’s Nobel Peace Prize shows that generations and nations can stand side-by-side to
demand a better world for children. But it also puts in stark relief the injustice of a world
where education can be classed a crime, a 15-year old girl is shot simply for wanting to learn,
and boys and girls are forced to spend their childhoods working in a factory. So whilst it
must be a moment for celebration, it must also serve as a rallying cry to the world to do
more to ensure every child can be certain of a better future.
Tremendous progress has been made. More girls are attending school than ever before, the
number of children under-5 dying of preventable diseases has halved and fewer young
people are living in poverty. But it is not enough. Too many girls have their education cut
short and are forced into marriages they do not want, too many children grow up without
enough food to eat or water to drink and too many of them live in communities whose very
existence is threatened by changes to the climate.
It doesn’t have to be this way. 2015 can be a pivotal point for the world. It can be the year in
which the world commits to a better future for boys and girls, men and women. It can be
the year in which we all commit to seeing the last child out of school, the last child
forced into slavery and the last child forced to flee their home because of the danger
of climate change.
In 2015 two United Nations summits give us a unique opportunity to begin a journey
towards a better future for all. Both present an opportunity to think bigger and to do better
– for ourselves, our children and all those that follow. The first, in September, will see the
agreement of new Development Goals which have the potential to transform the lives of
millions. Two months later, in December, world leaders will meet again to agree new climate
change targets.
This is our chance to commit to do better. That is why I am issuing a call today to urge
you to raise your ambition. If the right decisions are made and kept we could see the
beginnings of a better future in 2015. A future of ‘lasts’, rather than half measures.
I am not the only one raising my voice and calling for a greater ambition. A global
movement – action/2015 – made up of citizens around the world and with young people at
its forefront is forming. They will soon be launching their call for action demanding you
commit to ambitious action in 2015 and deliver on your promises. I stand side by side with
them.
2015 must be the year the world wakes up and delivers a safer, more just future for
children and young people. We all must play our part in ensuring this is the case. Do
not let this opportunity go to waste.
Yours sincerely,
Malala Yousafzai

